
	
  

 
 
 

 
CROSSROADS CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

A Guide to Stewardship and Giving 
 
 

Freely receive… freely give… 
 

What do you have that you did not receive? 
1 Corinthians 4:7 

 
Serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.  

1 Peter 4:10 
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March 2011 
 
Dear Crossroads family and friends, 
 
At the congregation meeting in January 2011, the leadership team presented the 2011 Crossroads 
Strategic Plan.  Although last year was marked by difficult economic times, Crossroads was able 
to grow its ministry by increasing membership as well as meeting our financial goals. We have 
truly been blessed! 
 
We recognize that a portion of our successes of last year was due to the launching of a special 
task force in late 2009 that addressed giving and stewardship for Crossroads Christian Church.  
Our goal for the upcoming year continues to build on these efforts by identifying gifts and 
opportunities for Crossroads to not only meet the current budget, but to exceed the budget and 
grow our ministry. 
 
There are three key areas that have been identified for our ministry in the coming year: 
 

• New Church Site – location selection by 2012 
• Stewardship – 100% 2011-­‐2012 pledge form completion; 75% Simply Giving and Time  

& Talent participation 
• Outreach – double prospect list and implement better participant interaction 

 
In the coming weeks, a member of the 2011 task force will be contacting you to get your 
thoughts and suggestions about stewardship. Our goal is to achieve 100% participation in the 
completion of Stewardship and Giving Pledge forms.  We ask that you prayerfully consider how 
you can use your God-given time, talent and treasures to stabilize and grow Crossroads Christian 
Church. The enclosed guide is an introduction to giving and stewardship. Thank you for taking 
the time to review, but more importantly, thank you for sharing your gifts! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Members of the Stewardship Committee 
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Why Is Giving Important to Crossroads — and to You! 
 
Crossroads only exists because of the time, talent and treasures given by our church family and 

friends. Our programs and services are supported with volunteer leadership. Our budget is 100% 

built through individual giving because, unlike many urban churches, we do not receive 

denominational contributions and we do not have a large endowment fund to pull from (a kind of 

“reserve” fund built over time). These gifts are extremely important to us, but are also important 

to those who give. God has called us to be good stewards of the gifts given to us – our time, 

talent and treasures.  Giving is a form of spiritual discipline (like prayer and worship), and it is 

important for each of us to be intentional about how we give back. 

 

What is Stewardship? 

Our gifts of time, talent and treasure are for the glory of God. Our time is one of the most 

valuable commodities that we possess. Each of us are blessed with different kinds of talents such 

as singing, reading, and teaching, or even gifts like encouragement, compassion or hospitality. 

Crossroads has a variety of ways for people to make a difference using their time and talents.  
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God has also blessed us with many financial gifts. These enable Crossroads Christian Church to 

hire staff and pay for program costs to continue the ministry. We are encouraged to prayerfully 

consider how we should be good stewards of our time, talents, and treasure. We need to open our 

hearts and hear what God is calling us to do. 

What is a Stewardship Pledge? 

Each year, members of Crossroads Christian Church are 

asked to prayerfully consider their gifts and to make a 

stewardship pledge. A member’s pledge is a commitment 

to give time, talent or treasures to support our ministries. A 

financial pledge is a commitment to give a certain amount of money to help Crossroads.  

Why are Pledges Important? 

Pledges are critical to the planning process at Crossroads. The leadership team considers the 

expected gifts and adopts a tentative budget. Each year, the various programs (such as Worship, 

Fellowship or Community Service) make plans based on these budgets and estimate costs.  

Am I Required to Pledge to be at Crossroads? 

Our doors are open. Giving is a personal 

spiritual decision and you are welcome at 

Crossroads regardless of the gift you give. If 

we required a gift, we would be forcing an 

important spiritual decision, but instead, we 

encourage you to reflect and pray on your gift 

as a demonstration of your thanks to God and as a commitment to the ministries of Crossroads.  
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How Do I Decide What to Give? 

The amount of time, talent or treasure you give is a personal spiritual decision. The wonderful 

diversity of our community is reflected, in part, by our varied attitudes toward (and comfort 

levels with) pledging and proportional giving. Questions to ask: 

- What do I want my giving to say about God? 
- How does my giving advance God’s interests? 
- Am I growing in my giving? 

 
You have the freedom to give whatever you feel you can return 

in thanksgiving to God. All pledges, regardless of the amount, are gratefully received. 

What is Tithing or Proportional Giving? 

Any regular, intentional program of giving a specific amount of money 

is, in a way, "proportional" giving. The concept of "tithing" is to give 

back to God one-tenth (or 10 percent) of what we have received from 

God. The Bible sets the bar very high—maybe too high for most of us to 

think about at first. 

 

Some members may be able to comfortably equal or exceed the tithing level. Other members will 

need to pledge at a lower level. Many commit to proportional giving with a small step: for 

instance, a promise to give two or three percent each year. The average pledge to churches 

nationally is 2.6 percent of income, and that may be a good goal to start. The important thing is 

that the Biblical notion of proportionality is ultimately the fair way of giving. You pledge and 

give in proportion to what you have or make. Some people here at Crossroads do "tithe" — and a 

few even exceed the Biblical tenth. Start by prayerfully considering what makes sense for you. 
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How May Pledges Be Submitted? 

Pledge forms are distributed in September. Members are requested to complete and return their 

pledge forms in a sealed envelope to the Church by mail or by placing them in the offering plate 

during worship. If you would like to speak to someone in further detail about giving, you can 

request a meeting by calling the church office at 773-772-0400 or emailing 

info@crossroadschicago.org.  

 

How Do I Fulfill My Financial Pledge? 

Crossroads encourages members to fulfill their pledge in 

whatever manner best meets their particular financial 

situation. Some members pay in monthly or quarterly 

installments. Other members prepay all or a portion of their 

pledge before the beginning of the year for which the pledge is made. Should a member’s 

circumstances change, the pledge can be increased or decreased as necessary. 

 

What Are Ways to Give? 

Cash: can be donated through church envelopes at weekly services 

Checks: can be donated through church envelopes or mailed to the Crossroads office at 2956 N. 

Milwaukee Ave., Suite 204, Chicago, IL 60618-7345. 

Online: donations can be accepted from checking, savings or credit cards through the Simply 

Giving program. Contact the church office or visit www.crossroadschicago.org and click on 

Giving to schedule one-time payments or a series of payments. 
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Crossroads’ Promise to You 

We respect your commitment to faithful stewardship of the gifts that have been given to you.  

When you give to Crossroads, we demonstrate that respect by expressing our thanks to you, by 

keeping accurate and confidential records of your contributions, and by sending you complete 

annual statements to facilitate your tax preparation.  

We deeply appreciate your generosity to Crossroads Christian Church. Through our shared 

commitment to this community, we stand united in ministry and mission. 

 

Resources For You 

Crossroads has a variety of resources available for you to consider your 

spiritual gifts and your stewardship plans. Look for specifics about dates 

and times in Crossroads announcements. 

• Scripture reference sheet – a list of Bible verses related to stewardship 
and giving will be posted on the Crossroads website 

• Financial planning workshop – a variety of workshops hosted by 
Crossroads members or by Thrivent Financial are offered periodically 
to help us reflect and plan on our financial situations. 

• Spiritual gifts Bible study – a workshop that explores God’s gifts to 
each of us in time, talent and treasures 

• Stewardship Bible study – a session that focuses specifically on the 
Christian call to give back to God and to each other 

• One-on-one sessions – visit with a church leader to discuss your own 
situation and questions about stewardship and giving. 

 


